
Old ‘n Gold Rort – Bendigo 30
th

 April 2010 – 3
rd

 May 2010 

 

(Notes and photos courtesy Wendy Smith ï National Secretary/Treasurer) 

 

Welcome Social 

An enjoyable social was held on Friday night - Rorters were welcomed by the Mayor of 

Bendigo.   

 

Saturday – 1 May 

Visit to Sacred Heart Cathedral - we gathered at this most beautiful English Gothic style 

building, for a tour and a special Thanksgiving Service, especially written for the Apex 

40 Rorters. 

Jo Bonazza, a soloist from the choir, accompanied by the church organist, sang óAve 

Mariaô ï this most beautiful rendition brought a lump to a few throats. 

After the service, Kevin Harvey presented the Monsignor with a donation; a óCertificate 

of Appreciationô to the organist; and some flowers to the soloist. 

After the tour of the Cathedral we adjourned to the church hall, where the ladies had 

prepared the most heavenly spread for our morning tea. 

Golden Dragon Museum 

The Golden Dragon Museum was opened in 1991.  This museum is a living history of the 

Chinese people of Bendigo - from the goldrush of the 1850ôs to the present day.  The 

Bendigo Chinese community has a long tradition of charitable work for the local 

hospitals. 

óSun Loongô the longest imperial dragon in the world is on display in the museum. 

The Classical Chinese Gardens were opened in 1996, as was the Kuan Yin Temple, 

which was consecrated in November 1996 ï following the customs and traditions of the 

Bendigo Chinese people.   

 

 



Annual General Meeting - held at Big Hill Vineyard 

President Bob Ireland welcomed 138 Rorters, visitors from 41 Clubs New Zealand, and 

Graham Henry, Deputy Chairman, Apex Foundation. 

Alan Bach and Brian Fulmer had nominated for the position of incoming Vice-President. 

A ballot was conducted and Alan Bach from Xepa Great South East Apex 40 Club, was 

elected the new Vice-President.  

A vote of thanks was made to retiring Immediate Past-President, Rob Beveridge, for his 

four years service on National Board. 

The 2011 AGM will be organised by National Board and will be held at Nelson, New 

Zealand.  The Post Rorters will join members from the 41 Clubs for a 15 day tour of the 

South Island. 

Bill Hammond, 41 Club New Zealand, spoke about the tour planned to coincide with The 

Apex 40 and 41 Clubs Annual General Meetings.  

The Maryborough and Hervey Bay Clubs will combine to host the 2012 Rort. The Rort 

will be held in the Hervey Bay region.   

Bob Ireland proposed a vote of thanks to Mary and Alan Bach for their work 

producingthe Roaring 40ôs Magazine.  

It was announced that Ken Wright, Nepean Valley, will be the new editor. 

Guest Speaker 

Bob Ireland invited Graham Henry to address the meeting.  Graham spoke on the 

aspirations and work done by the various Trusts managed by the Apex Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Local constabulary ñarrestingò the National President who was found to have stolen a gold nugget. 

 

Saturday Evening Function 

An enjoyable evening spent at óSilks Restaurantô at the Bendigo Racing Club. 



Sunday - 2 May 

By coach we travelled to Daylesford for a tour and lunch at óCricket Willowô. Because it 

was cold weather, we also enjoyed a delicious hot chocolate or cappuccino at the 

Daylesford Chocolate Factory, before we óstashed upô with a supply of chocolates. 

 

Sunday Evening Function ï at Big Hill Vineyard  

 

 

 

 

 



Presentation of Annual Awards 

Bullhorn  Best Skit   REDLANDS 

Penultimate  Best Newsletter  REDLANDS 

Boomerang  Next Rort Hosts  NATIONAL BOARD 

Bill Cunliffe  Attendance Award  PERTH 

Wizzie Award  Compromising Situation  

    (both awards presented to    ROS CHESSELL  

       female recipients)  HEATHER ELLIS 

 

 

Best Costume: 

Female:  óMinor Minerô -  Lois Stephens 

Male:   óPolice Constableô ï Rob Beveridge 

Best Couple:   Peter and Ros Chessell 

Lucky Spot Prize:  Ros Chessell 

 

 

 

 

Monday 3 May 

After the farewell breakfast, the Post Rorters enjoyed a tour of the Central Deborah Gold 

Mine, with guide Peter Dumont. Lunch and browsing at the Bendigo Pottery, Australiaôs 

oldest working pottery. 

The evening meal was at óBickleys Barnô at Goornong. Well worth the seemingly long 

coach ride on a cold night on a dark country back road! 

Tuesday – 4 May 

After viewing the War Memorial in Ballarat Botonical Gardens, we toured the Eureka 

Stockade complex.  Several Rorters took part in theóre-inactmentô of the court hearing of 

those miners arrested arising from the Rebellion in 1853. 

After spending a wet and very cold afternoon at Sovereign Hill and watching the óSound 

and Lightô show on the diggings, we returned to our warm beds in Bendigo. 

Wednesday – 5 May 

Today we visited a Buddhist Retreat, the ñAtisha Centreò at Marong. 

 



Thursday – 6 May 

Travelling by coach to Echuca, we enjoyed another day of all things óhistoricalô ï the 

Holden Museum; ride on the ñPride of the Murrayò paddle steamer; and evening at the 

Great Aussie Beer Shed. 

Friday – 7 May 

You would have thought these Bendigo Apex 40 Club members would have seen enough 

of us alien Rorters by now ï but no, they invited us all to join them at their club meeting 

night. 

The warm welcome, friendship and hospitality shown to us all week was simply fantastic 

ï thank you Bendigo.   

 

For a comprehensive report on the Post Rort Tour see BendigoPostRortTour.pdf supplied 

by National Vice President, Alan Bach. 

BendigoPostRortTour.pdf

